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And why most homeowners get it wrong

1
Hiring a painter in Bellingham should be simple. It is not. Most

homeowner s overpay, underprepare, or hire based on whoever calls back
firct

o

This guide exists because Bellingham homeowners deserve better than a coin flip. The painting industry
has a low barrier to entry, which means for every skilled professional, there are three people with a truck
and a ladder calling themselves painters. The difference between the two is not always obvious until the
job is halfway done.

We built this guide after talking to dozens of Bellingham homeowners who had been burned by bad
contractors: paint peeling within a year, unexpected charges appearing mid-project, crews that
disappeared for days between coats. Every one of those situations was preventable with the right
information upfront.

This is not a sales pitch. It is a framework. By the time you finish reading, you will know exactly what
guestions to ask, what answers to expect, what a fair price looks like in your neighborhood, and what red
flags should make you walk away. The goal is simple: make your next paint job the one you brag about to
the neighbors.

PRO TIP

How to use this guide: Read it cover to cover if you are starting fresh, or jump to specific chapters using
the table of contents. Chapter 4 (the 7 questions) and Chapter 6 (red flags) are the most critical sections
for avoiding costly mistakes.

What this guide covers: We start with timing and cost, because those are the first questions everyone
asks. Then we give you an interview framework (the 7 questions) that separates real professionals from
people who bought a sprayer last weekend. After that, licensing requirements, the 10 red flags that should
make you walk away, a neighborhood-by-neighborhood breakdown of what affects paint jobs in
Bellingham, product recommendations for local conditions, a pre-paint inspection checklist, ROI data, and
a project planner you can fill in as you gather estimates. Every chapter stands on its own, but together
they form a complete system for making this decision with confidence.




When to paint based on local weather patterns

Timing matters more than most homeowners realize. Bellingham's climate creates specific windows when
paint adheres best and cures properly. 36 inches rain/year, 75% avg humidity, heavy rain Oct-Jan, mild
summers (low 70s), lowest sunshine of any US city, moss/mildew-prone, frequent overcast Understanding
these patterns can mean the difference between a paint job that lasts 8 years and one that starts failing in
18 months.

Spring (Mar-May) Good for interior. Exterior possible late May if dry. Watch Interior: Excellent
for pollen. Exterior: Fair
Summer Prime exterior season. Book early, painters fill up by Interior: Excellent
(Jun-Sep) April. Low humidity, warm temps. Exterior: Excellent
Fall (Oct-Nov) Last window for exterior before rains. Interior excellent. Interior: Excellent
Best pricing of the year. Exterior: Good (early
Oct)
Winter (Dec-Feb) Interior only. Rain and cold make exterior work Interior: Good
impossible. Best time to plan spring projects. Exterior: Not
recommended

SEASONAL SAVINGS

Seasonal savings tip: Fall is the sweet spot for Bellingham homeowners. Painters are finishing their
summer rush and often offer 10-15% discounts to fill the schedule before the slow season. Quality does
not drop. If anything, you get a more attentive crew.

Temperature and humidity requirements:

Most exterior paints require surface temperatures between 50-90 degrees F and humidity below 85% for
proper adhesion and curing. Latex paint needs at least 4 hours of drying time before dew or rain.
Oil-based paints need 24 hours. Early morning dew can be as damaging as rain if paint was applied late
the previous afternoon. A professional painter checks both air and surface temperature before starting,
because direct sun can heat a surface 20-30 degrees above air temperature.

Interior painting is less weather-dependent but not immune. High humidity slows drying, causes drips, and
can prevent proper curing. If you are painting a bathroom or kitchen, run exhaust fans during and after the
job. In winter, keep the heat at a consistent 65-70 degrees for at least 48 hours after painting to ensure the
paint cures properly.




Real numbers from real projects, updated for 2026

Price is the question every homeowner asks first. Here are the real ranges for Bellingham in 2026, based
on market data and actual project quotes. These numbers reflect professional-grade work with proper
prep, quality materials, and warranty.

Interior (whole house) $2.50-$4.50/sq ft $1,800 - $6,500 2-4 days
Exterior (whole house) $2.75-$5.00/sq ft $3,500 - $12,000 3-6 days
Cabinet Refinishing Per project $3,500-$8,000 5-8 days
Deck Staining $2.00-$4.00/sqft $800 - $3,500 1-3 days
Single Room $2.00 - $4.00/sq ft $350 - $1,200 1 day

Accent Wall Flat rate $150 - $500 Half day

What drives the price up:
» Height and access difficulty (multi-story, steep roof lines, difficult landscaping)
 Condition of existing surfaces (peeling, water damage, lead paint abatement)
* Number of colors (each additional color adds 10-15% for masking and setup)
* Specialty finishes (venetian plaster, faux finishes, murals)

* Trim and detail work (crown molding, wainscoting, multi-color trim)

What drives the price down:
 Open floor plans with fewer edges to cut in
» Newer construction with smooth, undamaged surfaces
* Single color throughout (reduces masking and setup time)
» Ground-level access with no scaffolding needed

» Scheduling during the off-season (late fall or winter for interior)

PRO TIP
Get at least three written estimates. Not verbal, not text messages. Written estimates with line-item
breakdowns for prep, labor, materials, and cleanup. If a painter will not put the price in writing, that tells
you everything you need to know.
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N The cheapest estimate is almost never the best value. What looks like
savings upfront often costs double when you are repainting in two years

- becouseprepwassikipped———————




The interview framework that separates pros from pretenders

These seven questions are designed to reveal competence, professionalism, and honesty. Any qualified
painter will answer them confidently. Evasion or irritation is a red flag.

1 Are you licensed and insured?

In WA, painters must carry a valid contractor's license and general liability insurance
(minimum $1M). Ask for the license number and verify it online. Ask for a certificate of
insurance naming you as additional insured. This is not optional.

2 Can | see three recent references in my area?

Not online reviews. Actual phone numbers of recent clients in Bellingham. Call them. Ask
about communication, timeline accuracy, cleanup, and whether they would hire the painter
again.

3 What does your prep process look like?

Prep is 60-80% of a quality paint job. The answer should include: power washing or hand
washing, scraping loose paint, sanding, caulking gaps, priming bare wood or stains, and
protecting surfaces. If they say 'we just paint over it," walk away.

4 What products will you use, and why?

A pro should recommend specific brands and sheens based on your surfaces and
Bellingham's conditions. They should explain why, not just name a brand. Ask about primer,
paint, and caulk separately.

5 What is your timeline, and how do you handle delays?

Get specific start and end dates in writing. Ask what happens if weather delays the exterior
work. A professional has a plan for this. An amateur will shrug.

6 What does your warranty cover?

Look for 2-5 year warranty on labor. Ask specifically: does it cover peeling? Fading? What
about paint failure due to substrate issues discovered after the job? Get it in writing.

7 What is your payment schedule?

Never pay more than 10-15% upfront. Progress payments tied to milestones are standard.
Final payment after walkthrough and approval. In WA, requesting full payment before work
begins is a violation of contractor regulations.




What the law requires and how to verify it

Washington requires all contractors to register with the Department of Labor & Industries (L&l;). A valid
registration means the contractor carries a surety bond and has workers' compensation insurance. You
can verify any contractor at Ini.wa.gov.

FEDERAL LAW
Federal requirement: Any work on homes built before 1978 must comply with EPA's Renovation, Repair,
and Painting (RRP) Rule. The contractor must be EPA Lead-Safe Certified. Ask for the certificate.
Violations carry fines up to $37,500 per day. This is not negotiable.

What to verify before signing a contract:

O Active contractor license or registration (check the state database)

O General liability insurance ($1M minimum, certificate naming you as additional insured)
0 Workers' compensation coverage (protects you if a worker is injured on your property)
0 EPA Lead-Safe certification (required for pre-1978 homes)

O No unresolved complaints with the state contractor board

O Business license for your city or county

Understanding your contract:

A painting contract should include: a detailed scope of work listing every surface to be painted, specific
paint products and colors by name and code, number of coats for each surface, all prep work included, the
total price with payment schedule, start and expected completion dates, warranty terms, and a clause for
handling unforeseen conditions (like hidden water damage or lead paint discovered during prep). Read it
before signing. Ask about anything unclear. A good painter welcomes questions about the contract
because it shows you are serious.

If the painter will not provide a written contract, that is red flag number one. If the contract is vague (‘paint
interior as discussed'), that is red flag number two. The more specific the contract, the fewer surprises
during the project.

INSIDER KNOWLEDGE
Change orders are normal but must be documented. If the painter discovers something unexpected
(rotted wood, multiple old paint layers, asbestos), they should stop, show you the issue, provide a written
change order with the additional cost, and wait for your approval before proceeding. Any painter who adds
charges without written approval is a painter you should fire.




' . Walk away if you see any of these

Not every bad painter looks bad upfront. These red flags are drawn from real homeowner experiences.
Any single one should give you pause. Two or more means walk away.

RED FLAG
#1: Demands full payment upfront

Legitimate painters never need full payment before starting. A small deposit (10-15%) is standard.
Anything more is a sign they need your money to buy materials, which means they are undercapitalized.

RED FLAG
#2: No written estimate

If they will not put numbers on paper, they are leaving room to inflate the bill later. Always get a detailed
written estimate with line items for prep, labor, materials, and cleanup.

A painter working in Bellingham should have recent, verifiable references in the area. Inability to provide
them suggests they are new, unreliable, or have unhappy clients.

RED FLAG
#4: Pressures you to decide immediately

High-pressure tactics (limited-time pricing, 'l have another job starting Monday') are manipulation. A
confident professional gives you time to decide.

RED FLAG
#5: Unusually low bid

If one bid is 40%+ below the others, something is wrong: cheap materials, skipped prep, uninsured
workers, or a plan to add change orders mid-project. You get what you pay for.

RED FLAG
#6: No proof of insurance

Asking for insurance is not rude. If they act offended or say 'I've never had a problem,' that is the problem.
One ladder fall without coverage and you are liable.

RED FLAG
#3: Cannot provide local references
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RED FLAG
#7: Plans to skip prep work

If the estimate does not include scraping, sanding, washing, priming, and caulking, the paint will fail.
Period. Prep is the job. Rolling on paint is the easy part.

RED FLAG
#8: Will not put warranty in writing

Verbal warranties are worthless. If they stand behind their work, they will put it in writing. Look for 2-5
years on labor, with clear terms about what is covered.

RED FLAG
#9: Unmarked vehicles and no business cards

Established painters invest in their business identity. Completely unmarked vehicles and no printed
materials suggest a fly-by-night operation.

RED FLAG
#10: Asks you to pull the permit

If a permit is required, the licensed contractor should pull it. Asking the homeowner to do it is a common
dodge when the contractor is unlicensed.

10




How your area affects your paint job

Where you live in Bellingham affects everything from paint choice to scheduling. Here is what painters

need to know about each area.

Fairhaven
Historic village, waterfront

Protected historic district. Color approval may be
required. Tourism brings visibility.

Edgemoor
Waterfront, upscale

Premium homes with bay views. Wind exposure.
High-end finishes expected.

Sehome
University adjacent

Mix of student rentals and owner-occupied. Rental
prep work is a niche opportunity.

Roosevelt
Quiet residential

Family homes, well-maintained. Reliable clients.
Standard residential work.

Barkley

Commercial district, newer

Newer development. Less exterior maintenance
needed. Commercial opportunities.

South Hill

Established, tree-canopy

Older homes with mature landscaping. Shade means
slower drying. Moss common.

Columbia
Central, mixed housing

Variety of styles and ages. Good starter market.
Moderate pricing expectations.

Lettered Streets
Historic downtown grid

Walkable, dense. Older homes with character.
Parking and staging challenges.

Cornwall Park
Park-adjacent, desirable

Nice homes near green space. Moisture from park
irrigation and trees.

Silver Beach
Lakefront, peaceful

Waterfront moisture exposure. Premium homes.
Seasonal second homes in the mix.




Brands and sheens for Bellingham's conditions

Not all paint is created equal, and Bellingham's climate demands specific characteristics. Here is what to
look for and what to avoid.

Recommended brands by tier:

Premium Benjamin Moore Aura, Sherwin-Williams Best coverage, longest warranty,
Duration best color retention
Professional Benjamin Moore Regal, SW SuperPaint, PPG Excellent value for most projects,
Timeless strong durability
Budget Behr Ultra, Glidden Diamond Acceptable for rentals or low-wear
areas only
12
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Sheen guide by location:
Flat / Matte Ceilings, low-traffic walls Hides imperfections, not washable

Eggshell Living rooms, bedrooms, dining rooms Slight sheen, washable, most
popular interior choice

Satin Kitchens, bathrooms, hallways, kids' Durable, easy to clean, resists
rooms moisture
Semi-Gloss Trim, doors, cabinets, baseboards Highly durable, reflective,

highlights detail work

High-Gloss Front doors, accent furniture Maximum durability and shine,
shows every imperfection

INSIDER KNOWLEDGE
Climate-specific tip for Bellingham: Moisture-resistant formulations are essential here. For exteriors,
look for paints with built-in mildewcide. For interiors in high-humidity rooms (bathrooms, kitchens), satin or
semi-gloss sheens resist moisture damage better than flat or eggshell.

Primer: when you need it and when you do not:

Primer is always needed on bare wood, new drywall, stains (water, smoke, or tannin bleed), and when
making a dramatic color change (dark to light or vice versa). A bonding primer is needed over glossy
surfaces that were not sanded. Self-priming paints work fine for repaints over surfaces in good condition
with a similar color. If your painter says 'we never use primer,' that is a red flag. If they say 'everything
needs primer," ask why, because good condition repaints often do not.

Paint quantity estimation:

One gallon covers approximately 350-400 square feet on smooth surfaces, 250-300 on textured. Most
jobs require two coats. A 1,500 sq ft home exterior typically needs 10-15 gallons of body paint plus 3-5
gallons of trim paint. Interior rooms average 1.5 gallons per room for walls plus 0.5 gallons for trim. Your
painter should provide a materials list with quantities. If they cannot estimate paint quantities, they are not
experienced enough for your project.

13




What to check before the first brushstroke

Walk through this checklist with your painter before work begins. Any issues found here should be
addressed in the estimate, not discovered mid-project as a change order.

Exterior inspection:
m Check for peeling, cracking, or bubbling paint on all surfaces

m Inspect caulking around windows, doors, and trim for gaps or deterioration

Look for wood rot on fascia boards, window sills, and trim

Check gutters and downspouts for proper drainage away from painted surfaces

Identify areas of mold or mildew growth (common on north-facing walls)

Note any bare wood or exposed primer that needs attention

Check for insect damage (carpenter ants, termites) near wood surfaces

Verify that landscaping allows access to all exterior walls

Interior inspection:
m Check walls for cracks, nail pops, or drywall damage that needs repair
m Look for water stains on ceilings (fix the source before painting)
m Note areas of heavy scuffing or wall damage that need skim-coating
m Check that all surfaces to be painted are clean and free of grease
m Identify any wallpaper that needs removal before painting

m Verify that trim and baseboards are securely attached

PRO TIP

Print this page. Walk the property with your painter and check off each item together. This shared
walkthrough sets expectations, prevents surprises, and gives both parties a documented starting point.
Take photos of any problem areas.

14




' ROI data by project type

Painting is consistently one of the highest-ROI home improvements. Here is what the data shows for
Bellingham homeowners in 2026.

Project Bellingham Cost Expected
ROI
Front door repaint $150 - $400 100 - 200% Highest ROl improvement in real
estate
Exterior full repaint $3,500 - $12,000 60 - 120% First impression drives curb

appeal valuation

Kitchen cabinet refinish $3,500-$8,000 50 - 80% Fraction of replacement cost,
dramatic visual impact

Interior full repaint $1,800 - $6,500 40 - 70% Fresh neutral colors for listing,
personal colors for living

Deck staining $800 - $3,500 30 - 60% Extends deck life 3-5 years,
prevents costly replacement

1
A well-executed exterior paint job isthe single most cost-effective way to
Increase your home's perceived value. Appraisers and buyers notice it

_ bdforeanythingdee————————————

When painting for resale vs. for living:

If you are painting to sell, stick with neutral colors that appeal to the widest range of buyers: warm whites,
light grays, and greiges. Bold accent walls can backfire with buyers who see them as ‘work to fix." Focus
on the front door (a pop of color there is the one exception), the kitchen, and the main living areas. If you
are painting for yourself, paint what makes you happy. A home you love to be in is worth more to you than
any resale calculation.

In the Bellingham market specifically, homes with fresh exterior paint sell an average of 2-3 weeks faster
than comparable unpainted homes. The visual impact of curb appeal creates an emotional response that
influences buying decisions before the buyer even walks through the front door. Real estate agents
consistently rank exterior paint as the single best pre-listing improvement for the money.

15




Worksheets and checklists to organize the process

Use these worksheets to organize your project. Fill them in as you gather estimates and make decisions.
Having everything in one place makes comparison easier.

Estimate Comparison Worksheet

Category Painter #1 Painter #2 Painter #3

Company Name

License Number
Insurance Verified?
Total Estimate

Prep Work Included?
Paint Brand/Product
Number of Coats
Warranty Length
Start Date
Completion Date
Payment Schedule

References Checked?

Color Selection Tracker

Living Room
Kitchen

Master Bedroom

16
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Bathroom(s)

Exterior Body

Exterior Trim

Front Door
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Your next steps to a beautiful home

You have the knowledge. You have the framework. Now it is time to put it to work. Here is your action

plan:

. Walk your property using the Chapter 9 checklist. Take photos of any issues.

. Set your budget using the Chapter 3 pricing data for Bellingham.

. Get three written estimates from licensed, insured painters.

. Interview each painter using the 7 questions from Chapter 4.

. Check references by calling past clients. Ask specific questions.

. Compare estimates using the Chapter 11 worksheet. Do not choose on price alone.

. Sign a written contract covering scope, timeline, products, warranty, and payment schedule.

. Enjoy the results. A well-painted home looks better, lasts longer, and is worth more.

18




Ready to Get Started?

You now have everything you need to hire a great painter in Bellingham.
Use the 7-question framework. Watch for the 10 red flags.

And when you are ready, we will connect you with a vetted local pro.

Get Your Free Quote

https://bellingham-wa-painters.vercel.app

O Free Estimates 0 Exclusive Leads O Vetted Pros [0 No Obligation

Bellingham Painting Co.

Serving Bellingham, WA and surrounding areas



